
Shiloh 
by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 

Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 

Shiloh 
Summary: In the West Virginia hill country, folks mind each other's privacy and  
personal rights, a principle that is respected in 11-year-old Marty Preston's family and 
reinforced by a strict code of honor--no lying, cheating or taking what isn't yours. When 
a beagle he names Shiloh follows him home, Marty painfully learns that right and wrong 
are not always black and white.  
 
Marty's dad realizes that the beagle is Judd Travers' new hunting dog and insists they 
return Shiloh to his rightful owner, even though they both know that Judd keeps his 
dogs chained and hungry to make them more eager hunters. Sure enough, Judd claims 
the dog and greets him with a hard kick to his scrawny sides. Marty worries about  
Shiloh  being abused and makes plans to buy the dog . . . if Judd will sell him. Then  
Shiloh runs away again, and Marty secretly shelters the dog, beginning a chain of lies as 
he takes food and covers his tracks.  
 
Though troubled about deceiving his family, Marty reasons, "a lie don't seem a lie  
anymore when it's meant to save a dog." The West Virginia dialect richly seasons the 
true-to-life dialogue. Even when the Prestons care for Shiloh after he is nearly killed by 
another dog, Mr. Preston insists Shiloh be returned to Judd if he recovers; however, 
Marty makes a deal with the malicious Judd to earn Shiloh for his own. Not until the  
final paragraph can readers relax--every turn of the plot confronts them with questions.  
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“Funny how one 

lie leads to  

another and  

before you know 

it, your whole 

life can be a lie.” 
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