
Leading On Their Own:
The Importance of Teen 

Advisory Boards 
@ Your Library

Sarah Herford and BPL’s Teen Advisory Board
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Why BPL Created a Teen Advisory Board

• 2010 strategic plan determined that ‘library services to teens’ was a 
SWOT Weakness

• Solution: BPL needs regular teen input to stay current on teen needs

• No Teen Librarian, added 2013



Selective Board vs
Open to Every Teen

• Based on Rogers High School ‘Bank Board’

• BPL wanted a committed & active board

• All local teens can contribute to library, but this would be a population 
sampling – similar to elected officials!

• All entering Juniors / Seniors may apply  only 10 will serve on board



The Application Process
Selecting the Right Board



Requirements to Apply for Teen Advisory Board

• Be a junior or senior in high school (applications 
open during the month of May)

• Have parental permission

• Have a library card in good standing

• Attend and participate in monthly advisory 
board meetings and a professional leadership 
training workshop



BPL’s “TAB” is Selected on an Annual Basis

– May: applications must be submitted by 
May 31

– June: panel interview process

– July: board is announced at annual teen 
volunteer party

– August: 1st board meeting / leadership 
course offered 

2010-2011 TAB
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BPL’s Teen Advisory Board Mission

“The Teen Advisory Board’s mission at 
Bentonville Public Library is to suggest services, 

materials and programs that are needed by 
Benton County teens and to work with library 

staff to provide these services.” 



Benefits of Serving on TAB

• Influence library decisions 

• Benefits resumes and college applications

• Professional leadership training

• Learn new life skills 

• Receive volunteer service hours



What They Actually Do!



Attend Meetings!

• TAB members are expected to attend 
every monthly meeting, running 
from August to May.

• Uphold the TAB bylaws 

• Follow Robert’s Rules of Order

• Plan programs and services

• Offer feedback to the Teen Services 
Librarian (me)



Be a Leader & Mentor for Children & Teens

• Participate in Library 
Activities

• Lead BPL Programs and 
Workshops

• Represent TAB with 
Stakeholders 



Attend Library Outreaches

• Reading to preschoolers

• Bentonville Police Department’s 
100th Anniversary

• Sidewalk Sundays

• Barnes & Noble ‘Wrap & Read’



1,000 Books for 1,000 Children

• Initiated in 2014
• TAB works w/ local schools 

to receive donated books to 
distribute to local non-
profits that serve 
children/teens in need.



https://youtu.be/EyhQQMOQapI

National Programs & Exhibits
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2dmIpVrapFA



Let’s Hear from Them!
Chris Enslin, Colin Doege, Xanat Niessenson, Pranav 
Vasan, Autumn Roberts, Nithya Sundar



Questions?

Contact:
Sarah Gowdy Herford
Teen Services Librarian at
Bentonville Public Library
sherford@bentonvillear.com
479-273-7755


